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Claims 



A method for connecting a plurality of remote applications with a data source, the 



methodVomprising: 



providing at least one interface module configured to interface with a 



remote application; 



providing at least one port module configured to interface between the 



interface module and the data source; 



providing a connection manager to facilitate the interface between the 
interface module and the port module; and 



establishing a direfct connection between the interface module and the port 



module. 



The method of claim 1 , further comprising initializing the connection manager. 



The method of claim 1, further comprising establishing a' connection between the 
connection manager and the port module. 



4. The method of claim 1, further comprising returning a port module identifier for 
an available port module to the interface module for directly connecting the 
interface module and the port module. 
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The method of claim 1, further comprising authorizing a connection between the 
interface module and the connection manager. 



6. The method ok claim 1, further comprising authorizing a connection between the 
port module and\he connection manager. 

7. The method of claim V wherein the step of returning a port module identifier for 
an available port furtherVomprises the steps of: 

determining which Vort modules are associated with each data source and 
storing a data source identified in a data structure; 

identifying each port module by a port module identifier and storing the 
port module identifier in a data structure; and 

determining the availability for each port module and storing an 
availability status for each port modulain a data structure. 

8. The method of claim 7, where in each dataWucture is an array. 



9. The method of claim 7, further comprising, storing the port module identifier for 
each available port module in a queue. 
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10. TheVnethod of claim 7, further comprising retrieving data from the data source 
responsive to a command from the requesting application. 

1 1 . The methoM of claim 9, wherein the queue is a first-in- first-out array. 

12. The method of Maim 9, wherein the port module identifier for a port module that 
is no longer available is removed from the queue. 

13. The method of claim 9\ further comprising returning the first port module 
identifier placed in the queue. 

14. The method of claim, 13 further comprising converting the command to a 
structured query language format to support interfacing with the data source. 

15. The method of claim 13, further comprising inserting data into an HTML format 
to support interfacing between the requesting application and the data source. 

16. The method of claim 13, further comprising repeating the preceding for each 
additional data source query. \ 
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17. The method of claim 16, further comprising disconnecting the remote application 
from the interface module. 
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•7 



18. A computer readable medium having stored thereon computer executable 
instructions for performing a method for connecting a plurality of remote 
applications with a data source, the method comprising: 

roviding at least one interface module configured to interface with a 
remote application; 

providing at least one port module to interface between the interface 
module and the Mata source; 

providing ^connection manager to facilitate the interface between the 
interface module anduhe port module; and 

establishing a direct connection between the interface module and the port 
module. 

1 9. The computer readable mediuiii of claim 1 8, wherein the method further 
comprises initializing the connecMon manager. 



20. The computer readable medium of claim 18, wherein the method further 
comprises authorizing a connection between the interface module and the 



connection manager. 
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7 



2 1 . The computer readable medium of claim 18, wherein the method further 
comprises authorizing a connection between the port module and the connection 
manager. 

22. The computer readable medium of claim 18, wherein the method further 
comprise\ establishing a connection between the connection manager and the port 
module. 



23. The computer readable medium of claim 22, wherein the method further 

comprises returning la port module identifier for an available port module to the 
interface module for di\ectly connecting the interface module and the port 
module. 



24. The computer readable medium of claim 23, wherein the method further 
comprises of steps of determining^ which port modules are associated with each 
data source and storing a data sources identifier in a data structure, identifying each 
port module by a port module identifier and storing the port module identifier in a 
data structure, and determining the availability for each port module and storing 
an availability status for each port module m a data structure. 

25. The computer readable medium of claim 24, wherein each data structure is an 
array. \ 
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26 



The computer readable medium of claim 24, wherein the method further 
Comprises, storing the port module identifier for each available port module in a 
queue. 



27. The computer readable medium of claim 26, wherein the queue is a first-in-first- 



out array. 



28. The computer readable medium of claim 26, wherein the port module identifier 
for a port module that is no longer available is removed from the queue. 



29. The computer readable medium of claim 26, further comprising returning the first 
port module identifier placea in the queue. 

\ 

30. The computer readable medium of claim 24, wherein the method further 
comprises retrieving data from the daja source responsive to a command from the 
requesting application. 



3 1 . The computer readable medium of claim, 30 Wherein the method further 

comprises converting the command to a structured query language format to 
support interfacing with the data source. 
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32. Ttte computer readable medium of claim 30, wherein the method further 
comprises inserting data into an HTML format to support interfacing between the 
requesting application and the data source. 

33. The computer readable medium of claim 30, wherein the method further 
comprises repeating steps 18 through 28 for each additional data source query. 

34. The computer readable medium of claim 30, wherein the method further 
comprises disconnecting the remote application from the interface module. 
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system for connecting a plurality of remote applications with a data source, the 
sy\tem comprising: 

an interface module configured to interface with a remote application; 
jort module configured to interface between the interface module and 
the data source; and 

a connection manager module configured to facilitate a direct interface 
between the interface module and the port module. 

36. The system of claim 35>further configured to initialize the connection manager. 

37. The system of claim 35, wherein the connection manager is configured to 
authorize the interface between the interface module and the connection manager. 

38. The system of claim 35, wherein the connection manager is configured to 
authorize the interface between the port module and the connection manager. 



39. The system of claim 35, wherein the method further comprises establishing a 
connection between the connection manager an\ the port module. 
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40. T\ie system of claim 35, wherein the connection manager establishes a connection 
between the connection manager and the port module. 

41 . The system of claim 40, wherein the port module is programmed to report its 
availabilitV to the connection manager. 



42. The system of claim 41, wherein the connection manger is configured to return a 
port module identifier for an available port module to the interface module for 
directly connecting the interface module and the port module. 

43. The system of claim 35, further comprising a data structure for storing which port 
modules are associated with \ach data source. 



44. The system of claim 35, further comprising a data structure for storing a port 
module identifier identifying each pon module. 

45. The system of claim 44, wherein the data structure is an array. 

46. The system of claim 35, further comprising, a data structure for storing an 
availability status for each port module that is available for establishing a 
connection to the data source. 
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47. TheWstem of claim 46, wherein the data structure is an array. 



48. The systW of claim 35, wherein the interface module is configured to support 
HTML ancWovide interfacing between the requesting application and the data 



source. 



49. The system of claim 35, wherein the interface module is configured to convert the 
command from the remote application to a structured query language format to 
support interfacing witn\the data source. 
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